
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Declaration 
Whereas, Utah proudly pioneered the nation’s first Idle Free campaign, and this year 

commemorates the 17th annual governor’s declaration for Idle Free Month and Winter Inversion 
Season. By turning our keys and choosing to be idle-free, Utah is committed to a cleaner air and 
a brighter future; 

 

Whereas, idling vehicles emit harmful particulate matter and pollutants, posing 
serious health risks, especially to children and vulnerable populations; 

 

Whereas, research shows anti-idling campaigns such as Turn Your Key, Be Idle Free 
have proven effective, reducing idling time by nearly 40% at school drop-off zones; 

 

Whereas, Utah’s commitment to reducing vehicle idling through active involvement 
is reflected in the growing air quality advocacy of Utah students. In 2023, the Utah High School 
Clean Air Poster Contest received more than 1,000 entries from high school students across 
Utah, showing expanded enthusiasm and youth voices for clean air; 

 

Whereas, Utah fleets, including the 100% Idle Free Utah State school bus system, 
continue to drive change in the Idle Free movement by promoting driver training, reducing 
idling, and utilizing advanced fuels and zero-emission technologies, collectively reducing nearly 
18,000 tons of emissions in 2023, equivalent to removing more than 4,000 cars from the road; 

 

Whereas, we applaud the Idle Free ordinances of Salt Lake County, Zion National 
Park, and 13 Utah cities; 

 

Whereas, we commend the commitment of Utah's school districts with 100% Idle 
Free campuses ensuring dedicated no-idle drop-off and pick-up zones for the utmost safety of 
our children with the potential to reduce 100,000 tons of GHG emissions per year; 

 

Whereas, Utah has expanded the AirSense project by deploying 36 air quality sensors 
in serious PM2.5 nonattainment areas and developing real-time, localized air quality maps and 
alerts for the Wasatch Front. This data identifies emission sources, enabling effective 



communication about reducing travel impacts through public transportation, remote work, idling 
awareness, and real-time responses to protect vulnerable populations on poor air quality days; 

 

Whereas, Utah’s clean air advocates, along with Utah Clean Cities, Utah Clean Air 
Partnership, and the Bi-Partisan Clean Air Caucus, are recognized for their ongoing support of 
Idle Free initiatives, including efforts to promote environmental justice and improved air quality 
for residents in communities disproportionately impacted by air pollution; and, 

 

Whereas, 2024 marks the 17th annual Governor’s Declaration for Idle Free in Utah, 
serving as a testament to our unwavering dedication to improving air quality, safeguarding public 
health, and preserving the natural splendor of our state for the benefit of all Utah residents; 

 

Now, therefore, I, Spencer J. Cox, governor of the state of Utah, do hereby declare 
September 2024 and the 2024-2025 winter season as 

 

Idle Free in Utah 

 
 
 
 
 

Spencer J. Cox 
Governor 


